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Play about intolerance 


DRAMATIC IRONY OF THE 
WEEK: Start with the fact that a 
new John Lazarus play called David 
for premieres in a Theatre 
Network/Catalyst co-production 
Thursday. 

AST copper Chris Foreman, 

by a publication called Hi 

¢ for his advertising 
buck, bou t an ad for the play. 
David For Queen, as Foreman’s ad 
capsule puts it, is “a provocative 
look at a gay teenager’s search for 
acceptance in a straight world,” and 
it's all about intolerance, bigotry, 
and the persecution of minorities. 

That was a week ago. Thursday, 
with the contract signed, High 
Schoo] Rage editor and publisher 
Alan Monk phoned Foreman and 
Bt cancelled the ad. 

The grounds? Something murky 
about being public trustees for 
young people and the privilege of 
reaching kids in high schools — with 
the bottom line that it “wasn’t suit- 
able.” 

. As Foreman sensibly points out, 


. if there ever was a show that should 


be seen by the high school kids that 
constitute the High School Rage 
readership (some 70,000 strong in 
Edmonton and Calgary, according 
to the paper), it’s David For Queen. 
The irony that ads for a show 
about intolerance have been cen- 
sored won't be lost on anyone who's 
bad even one eye open this century. 


not tolerated in magazine 


Liz 
Nicholls 


Reprinted from THE EDMONTON JOURNA 
(11 November 1988), p.Cc3 


As Foreman says, “it reminds you of 
all the reasons you're doing the play 
in the first place.” 

The same pubhcation cancelled 
Phoenix Theatre's ads for a produc- 
tion of Sex Tips For Modern Girls. 
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DIRECTED BY RUTH SMILLIE 


A provocative look at a gay teenager's 
search for acceptance ina straight world..... 


THEATRE NETWORK 
11845 - 77 Street ¢ 474-6111 


— a AE A 


HE EUVMUNILUN JUURNAL, F 


ee 


Debate rages over 8ay theme 


The hot topic in theatre circles 
this week is show currently on 
stage at Theatre Network. fa 

People are arguing about David 
For Queen, the new John Lazarus 
play about a gay high school kid 
who discovers just how brutal and , 
brutalizing a world can be where 
conformity (or some reasonable fac- 
simile) is rewarded and minorities 
persecuted. They're arguing about 
the play’s chosen subject matter, 
they're arguing about the script; 
theyre arguing (as I can attest) 
about the reviews. 

In fact, I’ve had more phone calls 
on David For Queen than on any 
other production all season. 

There are those, like me, who 
maintain that the script is uneven, 
but there’s striking disagreement 
about where it goes wrong. I find it 
veering sharply between powerful 
exchanges (like the poignant con- 
frontation between David’s mom 
and a principal who wants to be hip 
and has no jam) and synthetic mo- 
ments clumsily grafted on for the 
sake of being comprehensive about 
gayness. i. 


Liz 
e 
Nicholls 
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In this latter category 1 would 
lace a clunky scene about a young 
esbian, and debates between a gay 
doctor and his flamboyant lover 
about coming out and AIDS. But 
many callers disagreed, pointing out 
that a gay play that ignores AIDS in 
1988 is naive. 
Anyhow, I still think the play has 
serious structural flaws. But the 


-gheer volume of debate in itself 


should be reason enough to catch 
Ruth Smillie’s shy asic pro- 
duction. And more that, in a 
part of the world where red-neck is 


Not just a physiological hypothesis ~ 


and the persecuting impulse isn’t 
many layers submerged, David For 
Queen could be an important ex- 


perience for audiences — and I 
think I was remiss in not saying so 
in my review last week. 
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Gays should 


WASHINGTON — 
est son, now 20 and si Nea Ri 
was cight and showed a taste fo ame, 
lowing politics, I introdu an fol- 
role-model politician. It was Bu 
Frank, then a Massachuset a 
islator and now a mmmber of Con. 
gress. He came to Washington eve 
spring to be the pumper-up of the 
faithful at the convention of the 
Americans for Democratic Action, 

Everyone took to Frank. He was 
one-liner witty, idealistic and, best of 
all, answered all questions of eight. 
Marios fans. 

By the recent thinking of a superi 
court judge in California, I wasn't 
much of a father. Frank, it turns out, 
was a homosexual, and ho 
Judge John Zebrowski ruled, aren’t fit 
company for young boys. 

The case involved the Big Broth 
of Los Angeles, part of the natioed 
program that matches adult male vo- 

ters — as counsellors, confidants 
and role models — with fatherless 
boys. When a 38-year-old man of 
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Alternative to gay bars offered 


homosexual teens an alternative to 
hanging around Toronto gay bars. 
“We want to help young people 
feel OK about it (being gay),” says 
the group co-ordinator for the Les- 
bian and Gay Youth of Brampton, 
which holds weekly meetings to dis- 


counsellor in the Human Sexuality 
Program that has been introduced 
this year in Toronto public high 
schools. 

.The program covers such subjects 
as incest, child abuse, gender identi- 
ty and heterosexual and gay rela- 
tionships. 


cuss problems gays face. 
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“At 15 or 16, your only outlet 
shouldn't be standing in front of a 
gay bar in Toronto waiting to get 
picked up,” says Tim (not his real 
name). 

“But that’s what Brampton 
youths have had to do if they 
wanted to explore the gay lifestyle, 
he says. 

Tim, 18, asked that his real name 
not be used because he fears he 
might be beaten up for being gay. 

_The gay community is not easy to 
find in a residential place like 


- Brampton, even though national 


surveys suggest 10 per centeof the 
population — 20,000 people in the 
city — could be gay. 

“They know something sexual is 
going on in downtown Toronto,” 
says Phil Shaw, a spokesman for the 
AIDS Committee of Toronto. “It 
may not be the best place to find 
out (about gay sex) but it’s the easi- 
est and fastest way.” 
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Heterosexual young me have 
hangouts like a coffee shop or local 
shopping mall, Gambini says. “For 
gay youths, the only hangouts they 
can try are for gay adults. ao 

“The people there are drinking 
and are sexually loaded.” 

Another usual meeting ground 
for adolescents is school, but not for 

ays — it’s a hostile environment, 
Shaw says. Straight students don’t 
consider homosexuality as some- 
thing good, he says. 

“You have to lie,” Gambini says, 
“or become an outcast. 

“Everybody will be boasting 
about Saturday night. The gay 
youth either says nothing, or noth- 
ing his friends want to hear about.” 
he pressure is compounded at 
home. : 

“The parents will begin to get the 
feeling that their son is acting differ- 
ently, that he doesn’t have an inter- 


ol By ELLIOT GOLD ; ‘Heterosexual young people don’t est in girls. . . the questions will 
: ‘The Brampton Times ' need to resort to such extreme mea- start.” 

‘BRAMPTON, Ont. (CP) — A sures to experiment with their sexu- Questions will also start in the. 

new organization is offering local: ality, says Tony Gambini, a mind of the gay youth. > 


readily available, “‘the isolation en- | 


family focus” .— of a community 
like Brampton makes growing up 
gay doubly difficult, Gambini says. 

“It’s a heterosexual community. 
Everybody is married with 2.5 kids. 
It denies the existence of a gay per- 
son. You're truly an oddball there.” 

Addressing homosexuality in 
school would ease the situation, 
aay Tim, who dropped out of 
school this year but wants to return. 

In English or music class, for ex- 
ample, teachers could point out his- 
torical figures who were gay. 

“Let people hear the word, let 
therh feel comfortable with it. Dis- 
cuss the persecution in the life of a 
gay author.” 

School becomes especially .un- 
comfortable for gay youth when 
they’re “coming out,” says Gambi- 
ni, and it can affect academic per- 
formance. 
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be judged on lives outside bedroom 


bisexual orientation applied to volun- 
teer in 1984, he was turned away. Last 
week, the court ruled that the rejec- 
tion did mot violate the California 
civil-rights act by barring either that 
applicant Or any others whose sex 
a the Big Brothers find unaccept- 


Richard Kline, a board member 
and past » sg of Big Brothers, 
cheered the ruling: “We are very 


amg! he told the Los Angeles 
imes. “A Big Brother is one of the 


most important and influential people 


in a young boy's life. He is looked up | 
to for answers to the most personal | 


and intimate questions. It’s not our 
purpose to introduce a 6-, 7-or 8-year- 
old boy to an alternate lifestyle when 
he's struggling with his own identity.” 
Yes, protect the children. Keep all 
a of Congress and 

state legislators from talking to stu- 
dent groups. Bar them from class- 
rooms. Declare the teaching profes- 
sion off limits to homosexuals. Order 


centre. . 


of 


group . ” 
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The problem started after their la 
downtown Phillips Building rented their office and a 
vacant one to another client for a higher rate. 

“We can’t fault them for that,” said Wayne Hellard, 
rson of the gay and lesbian Community Centre 
onton Society. F 

But he said 18 other companies the group 
approached have refused to lease office space. 

“We get anywhere from a , 
comments concerning the fact we're a gay and lesbian 


Some managers hung up; a 
said one aan a four-letter word to describe 
homosexuals. 

He said he knew the companies had space available 
because some displa’ 
manager even 


the American Medical Association to 
check out the sex lives of pediatri- 
cians. Hospital administrators should 
exclude gay and lesbian nurses from 
the children's ward. 

California's version of Big Brother- 
ism raises homophobia to a new level 
of court-sanctioned discrimination. 
No evidence exists that homosexuals 
in role-model positions lead children 
into what Big Brother and small- 
thinker Kline says is “an alternate 
lifestyle.” The implication that he’s | 
trying to peddle is that instead of a 
day for cotton candy at the circus, it 
might be an evening for child pom at 
y bathhouse. That smear is irration- 


In their biases against homosex- 
uals, perhaps the Big Brcthers prefer 
to match their youngsters with macho 
tough guys, with Saturday afternoons 
of Clint Eastwood gunplay movies 
followed by man-to-man talk on how 
to keep women in their lowly place. 


landlord in the 


polite note to rude 


others laughed. Hellard 


re signs on their buildings. One 


to lease space but was overruled 


by superiors, he said. : 
 ellard says his group needs an office by Oct. 31 or 


may have to close its doors to the more than 200 
oe visit each month for counselling, referr 


social events. 


le 
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News of the problem has troubled Guy Priddle, 
executive director of the Building Owners and 
Managers Association of Edmonton. 
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_ By coincidence, the same week that = 
the California judge supported the Big 
Brothers’ style of ay-bashing, the 


United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights received a Teport on 
the treatment of homosexuals. They 
are “the object of real hatred” in all 
parts of the world, of a kind “compa- 
rable to hatred of other minorities 


that appear to endanger the ve 
foundation of society.” ‘a 


The California court and the UN 
dabble in moralizing. Homosexuals 
deserve to be accepted or rejected by 
the same standards of citizenship that 
apply to heterosexuals, the celibate 


the monogamous: What do th 
do outside the bedroom? = Ng 
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Gays thwarted in efforts 
to relocate drop-in centre, 


By CONAL MULLEN 

Journal Staff Writer ' . 

Edmonton gays say they're being greeted with 
rudeness and rejection as they search for a new drop-in 


“If there's discrimination real or perceived, it’s not | 
good, it’s unhealthy,” said Priddle. “I hate to think that 
some of our members were approached and had that 
kind of attitude.” 

He said the association represents about 80 per cent 
of downtown office space. 

“I'm sure my board would endorse me offering to 
work with them in trying to find them space. I would 
certainly welcome an opportunity to straighten it out 
by helping however I can.” 

Priddle said some association members might have” 
difficulty leasing to the group because of the hours the; 
drop-in centre could be open. 

He said many association members are agents who 
don’t own the space they lease. 4 

“T can't imagine why they would put any kind of 
criteria her en a sound financial statement on a 
group. There’s lots of space out there.” 

Hellard acknowledged he has no legal recourse 
because sexual orientation isn’t included in the 
Individual’s Rights Protection Act. But he plans to take 


the evidence he has collected on the leasing issue to the . 


Alberta Human Rights Commission. 


That evidence will show the commission that Bays. 


are being discriminated against, he said. 

But commission chairman Stan Scudder said there’s 
still nothing he can do. The commission has already 
recommended to the government that sexual 
Orientation be included in the act, Scudder said. 

Labor Minister Rick Orman’s office did not return a 
call for comment Tuesday. 
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City candidates 
favor legislation 
to protect gays 


By PHIL TANK 

Journal Staff Writer 

Most candidates running in Ed- 
monton ndings support legislation 
to protect homosexfials from dis- 
crimination, according to a gay 
Fights group's survey. 

All of the major party candidates 
in Monday’s federal election who re- 
sponded to questions from the Gay 
and Lesbian Awareness Society of 
Edmonton said they would support 
the inclusion of sexual orientation in 
buman rights legislation. 

The exception was Wes McLeod, 
running for the Reform Party in Ed- 
monton Southeast. McLeod said he 
would oppose such legislation. Fel- 
low Reform candidate Chuck Cripps 


in Edmonton Southwest expressed © 


“serious 
GALA. 

“I must say, a number of the re- 
sponses did surprise us,” said Mau- 
reen Irwin, a spokesman for GALA. 
“We were pleasantly surprised. 


doubts,” according to 


Strathcona), Doug Main (Reform 
candidate in Edmonton Strathcona) 
and Pegey Blair (Liberal in Edmon- 
ton East). 

Liberal Barclay Johnson (Edmon- 
ton Southwest) would not respond 
and Conservative MP Bill Lesick 
said he “will not respond to ques- 
tions until after the election,” 
GALA said. 


Four of the six NDP candidates 
said they would speak out in favor 
of such legislation. 


Conservative MP Murray Dorin 
(Edmonton Norhtwest) said he sup- 
ported the government's Boyer re- 
port aye for All, which recom- 
mended sexual orientation be pro- 
tected by human rights legislation. 

Fellow Tory MP Jim Edwards 
(Edmonton Southwest) said he 
backs hus party leader Brian Mulro- 
ney, who has said he would take 
measures to prevent gay discrimina- 


BU ay ok! —_ a all-candidates’ 
meeting here turned into a i 
match as Svend Robinson was accused p 
“stomping on Christian princples” as a 
publicly acknowledged homosexual. 

The man was soon shouted down by 
Robinson supporters who were the 
majority in the packed hall, but in less 
than five minutes a woman accused him of 
advocating sodomy for young boys. 

Robinson, an MP for nine years, has 
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tion. 4 stepped out of the closet into a fight for ‘cic 

“Tt seems 10 me tbat the federal _ Tory candidate Scott Thorkelson his political survival in the riding of os 
candidates are abead of some of (Edmonton Strathcona) told GALA Burnaby-Kingsway. ©.r 
their provincial counterparts in AJ- be would support such legislation ., And despite what he calls a constant mag, Fi 
berta, who are lagging behind.” even though he believes there is no smear campaign” against him, be still c 

Irwin also pointed out research by meedforit. er 9 thinks it was worth it to be open about his ad F 3 
Ottawa-based Equality for Gaysand Reform candidate Erich Bier (Ed- homosexuality. a =! 
Lesbians Everywhere indicates monton North) responded “Why If I can win this election, in a working >is 
homosexual voters could determine not?” while Paul Sherstan (Edmon- class area like Burnaby-Kingsway, with its e, Se 
the outcome Monday in 30 constitu- ton Northwest) pref ers a public ref- strong ethnic minorities, that will send out 
encies, “mostly, of course, in the city erendum on the issue. a message that people should be respected = 
ridings.” “The bottom line is not to have for what they do and who they are, and - 

Four of the 24 Edmonton candi- more than anyone else, but just to be not be the victims of discrimination on the a 
dates approached did not respond: equal,” said Irwin. ow * : basis of sexual orientation,” he said in an 5 
David Kilour (Tory incumbent in “We already have (legislation) in interview. Bs 3 
Edmonton Southeast), Una Ma- @ number of provinces and they , I suspect that if I win, no one will have : 
cLean Evans (Libera) in Edmonton haven't fallen apart. to face the type of campaign I've faced.” 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
© (32 Members) 

Gay partners could get benefits Burnaby Kngoway (NOP 7.821) 

HALIFAX — Partners of gay professors at Dalhou- AND THE xSvend J. Robinson NDP 44.400 
sie University may soon be extended the same on RESULTS! John Bitonti PC 9,963 
benefits as heterosexuals under a provision included in * Samuel Stevens Lib ~~ 
the faculty’s tentative contract agreement. Under the mang 7 vd fa a 
agreement, the definition of a spouse has been ex- Sunes Yuuto GP 105 
panded to include “a person of the same sex witb David John Bader ind 120 
whom the member has been co-habiting for at least Poldi Meindt ind SS 


one year in a conjugal relationship.” 
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